*In order to receive extra credit for completing this study guide, please make sure to fill out each section and submit it the morning of your exam.*









Name: _______________

English 9 Honors: Midterm Study Guide
Vocabulary:
Below you will find 72 potential words that may appear on your midterm. My suggestion is that you use the space below to write a quick or shortened definition that will help you remember and recognize the word if it appears on your exam. The format of vocabulary questions on your midterm will be the same that you are used to from your biweekly quizzes, including definition matching, fill-in-the-blanks, choosing the right word, and synonym/antonym matching.  

· Unit 1 Words: 

· Admonish 

· Circumspect

· Commandeer

· Cumbersome

· Dilemma

· Efface

· Muddle
· Opinionated
· Predispose

· Relinquish 
· Spasmodic 
· Spurious 
· Unit 2 Words:

· Adjourn

· Alien

· Comely

· Dissolute 
· Feint 

· Fortify
· Illegible

· Jeer

· Lucrative

· Mediocre

· Sully

· Terse
· Unit 3 Words:

· Abridge

· Adherent

· Cherubic
· Condone

· Dissent

· Eminent

· Fabricate 
· Pauper

· Pilfer

· Semblance 
· Trite
· Usurp 
· Unit 4 Words:

· Access

· Anarchy
· Arduous
· Auspicious 
· Daunt

· Fated

· Hoodwink

· Inanimate 
· Larceny 

· Pliant 

· Pompous

· Rectify
· Unit 5 Words:

· Accomplice 

· Arbitrary

· Brazen

· Exodus

· Incorrigible

· Morose

· Opaque 

· Prattle
· Rebut

· Reprimand

· Servitude 
· Slapdash

· Unit 6 Words: 

· Atone

· Credible 

· Defray

· Doleful

· Ghastly

· Incessant

· Intricate 

· Lucid

· Posthumous

· Sardonic

· Superfluous 

· Tenacious  
Grammar:
Your midterm exam will have a grammar section, which will include the aspects of grammar we have reviewed so far this term. You can expect to see Part of Speech, Types of Sentence, Fragment/Run-on/Complete Sentence, and Subject/Predicate Identification. To review for this, please be sure that you know all of these terms, and how to identify them correctly in sentences.
To help you, define the following in a short phrase:

· Parts of Speech:

· Noun:

· Pronoun:

· Verb:

· Adjective:

· Adverb:

· Preposition:

· Conjunction:

· Interjection: 

· Types of Sentences:

· Declarative:

· Imperative:

· Interrogative:

· Exclamatory: 
· Sentence Errors:

· Complete Sentence:

· Fragment:

· Run-On:
· Parts of a Sentence:
· Subject: 

· Predicate: 
PSAT-Style Questions:
On the midterm you will have several questions that are in the PSAT format, where you will be asked to either enhance or correct the errors in a sentence. These questions will serve to test your knowledge of basic grammar, sentence structure, correction methods/styles, and syntax, as well as ensure that you are fully reading each question and all of its possible answers. All of the devices used in this section will be review of items either discussed in this or previous English classes. To review for this portion, I suggest that you look through the review sections found in your grammar book (handouts) and make sure that you are able to correctly answer these basic questions. 
(Unfamiliar) Reading Passage and Comprehension Questions:
On the midterm you will have several short (no more than 3 page) reading passages that will be accompanied by 5-7 comprehension questions, which will assess whether or not you actually understood what you read in the short passages. My suggestion is that as you read through the passages, underline (or if you have a highlighter you may use that) the parts that you find to be most important. It also may help you to read the questions first, and then go back and read the passages, so that you know what type of information you are looking for. The reading passages that will appear on your midterm will be ones that have appeared on past High School Assessment (HSA) Exams, so that you can begin to familiarize yourself with the types of passages that will reappear on that examination (or on their PARCC replacement). 
(Familiar) Reading Passage and Comprehension Questions:

On the midterm you will see the following excerpt from Antigone by Sophocles, followed by a series of reading comprehension questions that will ask you about various literary elements seen in the quote. My suggestion is that you read the passage carefully, and complete the SOAPSTone Chart that follows; this chart will help you to organize all of the essential information that is discussed in the excerpt. Since you are already familiar with this quote (and the play as a whole), the comprehension questions will assess your ability to relate your knowledge by using literary terms, which should already be familiar to you. 


Part 4: (lines 879-899; abridged) 


Chorus: 
Love, never conquered in battle

Love the plunderer laying waste the rich!

Love standing the night-watch


guarding a girl’s soft cheek,

you range the seas, the shepherds’ steadings off in the wilds—

not even the deathless gods can flee your onset,

nothing human born for a day—

whoever feels your grip is driven mad.





Love!—

you wrench the minds of the righteous into outrage,

swerve them to their ruin—you have ignited this,

this kindred strife, father and son at war



and Love alone the victor—

warm glance of the bride triumphant, burning with desire!

Throned in power, side-by-side with the might laws!

Irresistible Aphrodite, never conquered—

Love, you mock us for your sport. 

[…]


But now, even I would rebel against the king,


I would break all the bound when I see this—


I fill with tears, I cannot hold them back,


not any more…I see Antigone make her way


to the bridal vault where all are laid to rest.  

SOAPSTone Chart
	Speaker
	(the voice that is heard in the passage)
	

	Occasion
	(the time and place/setting of the passage)
	

	Audience
	(who is it written for; who is supposed to read it?)
	

	Purpose
	(why was it written; what is its function?)
	

	Subject
	(what is it about?)
	

	Tone
	(what is emotion conveyed in or overall mood of the passage?)
	

	Miscellaneous Information
	(any other information about the passage that may be useful/helpful to your understanding)
	


Essay Prompts:
Below you will find 3 potential essay prompts, one of which will be on your actual exam. My suggestion is that you brainstorm some notes about each prompt, so that if it reappears on your exam you are prepared to answer it. On the midterm, you will be asked to complete a brainstorming graphic organizer (which will be provided on the exam itself) and compose a response that it at least three full paragraphs. Not only is this section the most time consuming, it is also the portion that is worth the greatest amount of points. 

Format: 

· ¶1: Introduce your main ideas in 1-2 sentences, and then focus the remaining 4-5 sentences on text one

· ¶2: Discuss text two in 5-6 sentences

· ¶3: Compare and contrast the ideas from both texts in 5-6 sentences, and then conclude your essay in 1-2 sentences 

· Potential Prompt #1: Justice 

· Throughout the course of first semester you have read three distinct works (To Kill a Mockingbird, Speak, and Antigone) that have the central theme of justice (or a lack of justice). Your task is to discuss how this theme was seen in at least two of these works, and then compare and contrast this notion in an essay of no less than 3 paragraphs. In doing this, you should first define (in your own words) what justice is, then discuss the two works individually, and finally compare/contrast them with the concept of justice as the central focus of your entire essay.  
· Notes about Prompt #1:

· Potential Prompt #2: Fairness 

· Throughout the course of first semester you have read three distinct works (To Kill a Mockingbird, Speak, and Antigone) that have the central theme of fairness (or a lack of fairness). Your task is to discuss how this theme was seen in at least two of these works, and then compare and contrast this notion in an essay of no less than 3 paragraphs. In doing this, you should first define (in your own words) what fairness is, then discuss the two works individually, and finally compare/contrast them with the concept of fairness as the central focus of your entire essay.  
· Notes about Prompt #2:

· Potential Prompt #3: Adversity 

· Throughout the course of first semester you have read three distinct works (To Kill a Mockingbird, Speak, and Antigone) that have the central theme of adversity. Your task is to discuss how this theme was seen in at least two of these works, and then compare and contrast this notion in an essay of no less than 3 paragraphs. In doing this, you should first define (in your own words) what adversity is, then discuss the two works individually, and finally compare/contrast them with the concept of adversity as the central focus of your entire essay.  
· Notes about Prompt #3:

